
  
 
 
 

 
                                   Frequently Asked Questions 

 
Check our manual, tutorials and youtube videos here with tips to conduct all type of analyses in 

the ARBIMON II platform. 
 

GENERAL 
 

Can ARBIMON run in different web browsers? 
ARBIMON will run on must web browsers but for best performance use Mozilla Firefox. 
 
How I activate my ARBIMON account if I did not receive a confirmation email? 
Please check your spam box. 
 
How many users can I include in my project? 
You can include many users as you like in you project. 
 
Should I make my project public or private? 
A public project means that anyone can view your project as a guest. Guest can listen to 
recordings, see the spectrograms and all metadata but cannot modify any part of the project. In 
contrast in a private project only you and users you authorize can access this project. 
 
How can I see the name of the species in the visualizer? 
To see the name of the species in your project, first you need to add each species and call type 
in your project. 
 
Can I add a new species in the system if my species does not appear in the ARBIMON species 
list? 
ARBIMON II possess a complete and detailed list of all mammals, birds and frogs of the world. If 
the species is unavailable, type unknown in the search box and select a Sp# and the sound type 
from the drop-down menu.  If you would like to see your species name in our platform, please 
contact us. 
 
Why my completed job (e.g. classification, soundscapes) does not appear in the analyses 
page? 
Please refresh the ARBIMON II website to view the results of your jobs. 
 
How can I receive updates from the ARBIMON II platform? 
Please subscribe to our newsletter and sign in in our Facebook, Twitter and Instagram 
webpages. 



UPLOAD 
 

What type of audio files are compatible with ARBIMON? 
ARBIMON support most commonly used audio files. Nevertheless, we advise to convert audio 
files to lossless compression files (e.g. FLAC) before uploading recordings to increase upload 
speed. 
 
What type of filename time format are compatible with ARBIMON? 
Currently ARBIMON support four filename time formats: ARBIMON (LG recorder), Wildlife 
acoustic recorders, Swift (Cornell) and AudioMoth. Please contact us if you have a different 
filename time format. 
 
How large a file must be to be uploaded in ARBIMON? 
ARBIMON support recordings with different lengths but will automatically break large file into 
1-minute recordings. 
 
Why do I get an error when trying to upload my recordings? 
Please check if the filename time format of your recordings is compatible with the ARBIMON 
platform. See FAQ #X 
 
Why I cannot see my recently uploaded recordings? 
Recordings can take some time to appear in the visualization page depending on your internet 
connection and number of recordings uploaded. Refresh your browser to visualize you recently 
uploaded recordings. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



ANALYSES 
 
Can I use ARBIMON species identification models to identify all species in my recordings? 
Species identification models are species specific and call specific. To identify multiple species, 
it is necessary create a species identification model for each species. Alternatively, you can 
create a Convolutional Neural Network to identify multiple species simultaneously. 
 
Random Forest Models 
 
How many training sets are necessary to create a good species identification model? 
One good call example is enough to create a good species identification model. 
 
What is a good call/song example? 
We refer as a good call/song example to sounds with high signal to noise ratio and without 
other overlapping sounds. 
 
My focal species has several call/song types. How many models do I need to create? 
We usually recommend using the most common call of the species (e.g. territorial song for bird 
species) to create the call template. If you are interested in detecting all call/song types you will 
need to create a species specific identification model for each call/song type. 
 
How many recordings should I use for fitting and validation? 
At least 100 recordings with present and 100 recordings without the species call/song is 
recommended. Always enter an equal number of presence and absence for the “Use in fittings” 
entries (e.g. for a total of 100 validated recordings, enter 30 present and 30 absent for fitting 
the model, and 20 present and 20 absent to validate the model). Try different combinations. 
Increasing the number of Absent at the “Use in fitting” entry can improve a model’s precision 
(e.g. reducing the number of false positives).  
 
What is the best value for threshold analysis? 
 
How can I improve my models (increase precision and accuracy)? 
Check our model and soundscape tips in our webpage. 
 
What is a post-classification validation? 
The results of every species identification algorithm will most often contain false positive 
detections. We always recommend a verification of the classification results to access and 
eliminate any remaining false positive detections. 
 
Pattern Matching models 
 
How many matches per recordings do I need to select to obtain good results? 
Selecting how many detections per recordings will depend on the questions of your study. 
Select several matches per recording to acquire information about how frequently a species 



may call in one minute. Please, remind that a high number of matches per recording will mean 
that more data should be manually validated. 
 
How many matches per sites do I need to select to obtain good results? 
Selecting how many detections per site will depend on the questions of your study. In most 
cases a single positive detection per site is enough to run most of the species distribution 
models (e.g., GLM, Random Forest,CART) and species richness and composition analyses. For 
occupancy analyses, at least one positive detection per day may be required to achieve a good 
result. 
 
What is the best value for the threshold in the pattern matching analyses? 
The best value for threshold will depend on several factor such as the structure and complexity 
of the call/song selected. Low threshold values (0.1 – 0.15) will likely include many false 
positives but may capture variations in the call type.  In contrast, a high threshold value (<0.25) 
will reduce the number of false positives.  
 
Soundscape analyses (Jack help) 
 
Should I normalize my data for create a soundscape? 
We recommend to always normalize the data to will ensure that the data is normalized by 
dividing the number of recordings with a peak in a frequency bin by the total number of 
recordings collected during each time interval.  
What bin size should I select? 
We recommend exploring different bin sizes, maintaining the values of the other parameters 
and compare the obtained results. Low bin sizes (< 86Hz) may contain too much noise. 
 
What type of amplitude threshold (e.g. absolute or relative) should I select? 
With the Absolute filter the raw amplitude value is assigned to each peak. In contrast, with the 
Relative to maximum filter the threshold is taken as a proportion of the maximum amplitude of 
the largest peak within the recordings used to create the soundscape. If the recordings were 
collected using the same recorder model, then use “absolute”. If the recordings were collected 
with different recorders model, use “relative to maximum”.  
 
What frequency threshold should I select in the Peak filtering section? 
In practice, we leave this value at 0 because the selection of Bin bandwidth already deals with 
the frequency variation.  
 
What the different colors represent? 
The soundscape will display pixel shades or regions that represent the number of recordings 
that had an acoustic activity peak at the chosen time and frequency.  
 
 
 
 


